	Press release: 2 March 2006

Key facts concerning Nestlé’s pumping operations in São Lourenço, Brazil 

1. Nestlé is now the world’s largest bottled water company. It took over the Perrier company in 1992, gaining control of the historic water park in São Lourenço, Minas Gerais state, Brazil.
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Baby Milk Action is a non-profit organisation
which aims to save lives and protect infant
and young child health through independent
controls on babyfood marketing.

We are a member of the International Baby
Food Action Network (IBFAN), a network of
over 200 citizens groups in more than 100
countries.

www.babymilkaction.org www.ibfan.org







2. In 1996 it sank 2 wells 162 metres deep into the aquifer (known as the Primavera well) without the necessary authorisation and began demineralizing water to produce its Pure Life brand, which is being launched in an increasing number of developing countries. As the company was told several times by the National Department for Mineral Resources (DNPM) when it tried to gain retrospective permission for its wells and operation, demineralizing water is illegal under Brazilian Federal Law (Mineral Water Code, Legal Directive No. 7,841 of 8 August 1945). 
3. In 2001 citizens of São Lourenço presented a petition with 3,000 signatures to Pedro Paulo Aina, the Public Prosecutor in the town, as they were concerned that tourists were noticing changes to the mineral composition of the springs in the park. Notable subsidence was also occurring, which Nestlé’s blames on the effects of a flood, but which the town hydrologist attributes to water extraction. Mr. Aina investigated and is pursuing a case for compensation for the town. 
4. In 2003 the DNPM commissioned a legal opinion which set out the illegal nature of Nestlé’s activities and recommended operations at the Primavera well be ‘paralysed’. 
5. On 24 March 2004 an order was published in the official diary giving Nestle 30 days to paralyze all activities at the Primavera well.  Nestlé refused to stop and went to the Supreme Court, which extended the 30 days to October 2004. 
6. A public hearing took place in Congress on 1 July 2004 and the official journal reports: "According to DNPM, the contract for Nestlé to exploit mineral waters in the Park of São Lourenço does not permit the expansion of wells, which requires new environmental impact studies, that had not been done."  An impact assessment obtained by Baby Milk Action shows the expansion to be in the area of highest environmental vulnerability. 

7. Although Nestlé stopped demineralising water in October 2004, Nestlé did not paralyse activities, but continued to pump water to extract carbon dioxide gas. A report Nestlé commissioned from Bureau Veritas apparently suggests operations at the wells continue to this day, but still allegedly clears the company of any wrong doing. Last year Nestlé referred to another report commissioned from Bureau Veritas on its baby food marketing in Africa which also cleared the company, a finding Baby Milk Action describes as ‘demonstrably untrue’. 
8. Official hydrological analysis of the water from historic springs in the park, produced for the regulatory authority (DNPM), shows changes to the mineral composition, a finding substantiated by BBC Radio 4 Face the Facts, which broadcast its investigation on 22 July 2005.

9. Nestlé has obtained a letter from the new Mayor to São Lourenço praising the company. Nestlé has donated large sums to his administration for festivals in the city. 

For further information contact Mike Brady, Campaigns and Networking Coordinator (07986 736179 or mikebrady@babymilkaction.org). He said: “Nestlé’s strategy of denials and deception and the misuse of its power as it tries to escape or delay justice are all too familiar from the baby food campaign. I have visited São Lourenço and Brasilia and spoken to prosecutors and officials. I have documents that support the allegations made by Brazilian campaigners and having seen the evidence have no reservations in supporting their cause.”
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