The Nestlé ban is still relevant.
Why is the boycott in place?

The World Health Organisation (WHO) estimates that 1.5 million infants die around the world every year because they are not breastfed. Where water is unsafe a bottle-fed child is up to 25 times more likely to die as a result of diarrhoea than a breastfed child From the Baby Milk Action Website. www.babymilkaction.org. Nestlé is a company which continues to flout the World Health Assembly marketing code on breast milk substitutes despite this death and suffering. The list of Nestlé’s current malpractices is a long one but includes failing to label infant formula in appropriate languages, leading (among other things) to the wrong concentrations of formula being fed to babies, and the pushing of their products (sometimes within hospitals) onto mothers who are capable of breastfeeding their babies. Breastmilk is the best food for babies as it contains essential micro-nutrients and anti-bodies. It is also free, whereas formula can cost some poor families half their weekly wage. The water used to prepare the formula in developing countries is often contaminated with diseases that a small child cannot cope with. Nestlé has exploited the HIV epidemic in an attempt to excuse its marketing malpractice. What mothers infected with HIV actually require is independent and accurate information when making infant feeding choices, and the choices made need to reflect the situation the mother and child are in. 

Our student union is one of 80 across the UK who have signed up to boycott Nestlé products in Union outlets. We do have consumer choice and you could choose to buy your Kit Kat elsewhere, but the positive thing about the boycott is that it sends a clear signal to Nestlé that as students we care about what they are doing. It is a statement that couldn’t be reproduced just by informing individual student’s shopping habits. The boycott is active in many in many different organisations and unions across 20 countries The Boycott is supported in the UK by over 100 church, health and consumer groups, over 90 businesses, 80 student unions, 17 local authorities, 12 trade unions, 74 politicians and political parties and many celebrities. and is working on many levels: Nestlé continues to find it difficult to recruit British graduates into their company. 

Nestlé’s public relations machine has been working overtime to counter evidence of malpractice from monitoring conducted by the International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN) and Baby Milk Action. In 1999, public relations firm Saatchi & Saatchi advised Nestlé to "aggressively advertise its links with charities and good causes" precisely to avoid bad publicity and to build "a surplus account for the times when you have a crisis." Marketing Week, Feb 1999.. However in May 1999 the Advertising Standards Agency upheld all of Baby Milk Action's complaints about a Nestlé anti-boycott advertisement. The comedian Mark Thomas has said: "If Nestle are claiming that they are in the clear as far as the WHO Code goes, they are lying. I have just returned from South Africa and have bought two baby milk tins, Nan 1 and Nan 2. Nan 2 has nothing but English on the label. Having promised on my television programme two and a half years ago to ensure that labels would be in the appropriate languages, specifically in South Africa. I encountered unclean water in Lesotho and problems with distribution and pollution in South Africa. They have done nothing but try and rescue their image rather than solve the problem."

There have also been boycotts of Nestlé-sponsored events. In summer 2002 a number of authors, including Tim Crace and Germaine Greer, refused to attend the Nestlé-sponsored Hay Literary Festival. 

The concerns about Nestlé activities are not only about its activities with baby milk powder. Whenever you buy a jar of coffee, most of the money you pay goes to the world's big four coffee companies, one of which is Nestlé (Nestlé sales are 21 times the size of Nicaragua’s GDP) United Nations Development Programme. The farmers who grew the crop are paid much less than it costs to produce it. Now, with over-supply causing the price of coffee to plummet to a 30-year low, the world's coffee industry is in a severe crisis. Today, 25 million coffee farmers face ruin. The price they receive for coffee is just over half what they were getting three years ago. Households can no longer buy enough food for their families, buy medicines, or afford to send their children to school. Nestlé are now trying to introduce genetically modified coffee plants into plantations, so that all the beans can be harvested at the same time by machine. This will require shade trees to be cleared from traditional plantations, destroying a vital eco-system.  If this is adopted how many thousands of plantation workers will lose their jobs? The coffee crisis is just one example of how poor people suffer because of the injustices and double standards of the current international trading system. This is a system that has been set up by wealthy countries and corporations, such as Nestlé, for their own exclusive benefit. 

Fairtrade does offer an alternative to this system, an alternative that students clearly support. Earlier this year there was huge support for the University and the Union to offer a wider range of Fairtrade products. Over 2,000 students signed the petition. It is a simple alternative that shows companies such as Nestlé that people are concerned about the welfare and livelihoods of the producers of basic commodities. The Nestlé ban is a strengthening of this point. Let Nestlé know that we still condemn their practices- vote for the continuation of a Nestlé ban in our Union. As a continuation of this ban the university student anti-Nestlé group is trying to ‘Kick Nestlé off campus completely’, contact the Baby Milk Action Student Network for details, email Beth at students@babymilkaction.org .

For more information please visit www.babymilkaction.org
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