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\Roléof Infant-Formula Makers in Developing Nations Hit

where sewage runs im the streets , .
|

For several years, the answer from
many missioraries and medical pro-

lating comireverny,” Cox.anid.
“Hveryone ackmowisdges thatf -the

use of any type of breast-milk supple-
ment or alternative can create prob-
lems when combined with poor sanita-
tion, poverty, !mpure water or misin-
formation. But we cannot seem fte
.agree that thery would be more seri-
ous preblems if such altermatives
were not available.”
Cox said his eompany has adopted a
“eode of marketing ethics for develop-
« ing countries” designed to curb the
misuse and io enepurage thes proper
at-home preparstion of formula prod-
ucts.

Key parts of the code reject the use
of massmedia advertising, restrict
promotion ef infant-formula products
to health-care officials and “affirm
the superiority eof breast milk® for
most infant feedings, he said

But industry eritics, who also spoke
at yesterday’s hearing, said the Abbot
:gnndothnlhit have litle ef.

“The codes are weak " said Patricia
Young, a mamber of the Interfaith

Committee for Corporate Responsibil-
ity-National Council of Churches,
which has been waging a battle
against the infant-formula industry in
developing countries.

“The codes do things like codify
how to give out free samples of for-
mula, as opposed to how to stop giv-
ing eut free samples,” she said.

One formula opponent, Dr. Navidad
Clavano of the Philippines, said repre-
sentatives of the formula manufactur-
ers often violate their corporate codes
by offering special favors—sueh as
cocktail parties and corporate plane
flights—to medical officials in the de-
veloping countries.

People like Clavano and groups like
the interfaith committee have said
that the infant-formula companies are
pushing their powdered and emulsi-
fied products in the interest of profit,
rather than nutrition. ;

‘The result, aceording to the erities,
is that many poor mothers have for-

gone the cheapest mode of feeding

their newborn, have denied them the
protection of needed antibodies found
in breast milk and have frequently en-
dangered the health of their children
by diluting formula preparations to
make them last longer,

Oswaldo Ballarin, president of the

Nestle Co.-Brazil, which produces in-

fant formula, angrily denied the
charges, saying: “The U.S. Nestle Co.
has advised me that their research in-

L

dicates this is actually an indirect at-
tack on the world's free economic sys-
tem.”

A redfaced Kennedy shot back:
“Now you can't seriously gxpect us to
accept that ... that these people are
involved in some worldwide qﬂl‘
acy to attack the free world’s 'ese-
nomic system.”

Ballarin apoligized



